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This paper proposes a model for creative and agenda-based fieldwork centred around a boundary object, 
as a focus for collective attention, inviting others to join an open-plan and participatory process, which 
produces new artefacts, knowledge, experiences and events.  

Sitting on a whinstone monolith, the ancient 'Stone of Manau' has been placed on public view at the top 
end of Main Street, Clackmannan, Central Scotland, since 1833. It sits next to the remains of pre-modern 
burgh life – tolbooth/prison, mercat/market cross – and their authority in the area. Noted in legends 
recalling the Norman-Scots Bruce dynasty, the Christianising-Pict Servanus, and supposedly once a ritual 
object for the Brythonic Celtic sea-god Manau/Manaw/Manannan, the stone has in contemporary times 
gained a reputation as a fertility symbol, and inspired threats of 'sit-in' protests from local residents. 
Caught in the CCTV video data-stream keeping check on drunk and disorderly locals, it also has an 
archival record and shared data-body with locals that has never been so close. 

The paper would present an 'open plan' method for socially-engaged cultural activity, with the aim to 
contribute in this way to the topic of working between fields.  In this particular case, the stone is 
proposed as a 'stone-person' (in the animist sense) who has been in a relationship with local people over 
a long period of history.  Human persons of different ages – locals and visitors to the region, including a 
call for artists and storytellers, historians and heritage workers, geographers, archaeologists, social 
studies researchers, performance artists, 3d modellers, gamers, role-players - would be invited to 'meet' 
the 'stone-person'.  This would be the basis of a 2-4 week 'open fieldwork laboratory' based in the town.

As the real stone is a registered ancient monument, safeguarded by heritage institutions, this model of 
doing fieldwork aims—as a open fieldwork laboratory—to shift the application of cultural value from the 
top-down to the bottom-up.  It is a conception of grassroots intangible cultural heritage activism, 
engaging and working beyond fields. 
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